
Character Creator Contest 2026 - Award Categories - Do Not Write on this Sheet

Arcane - Mastery in Magic Devotion - Commitment to Something Greater

Might - Prowess in Martial Combat Skill - Tricks of the Trade 

Best Art (top 3) Best in Class

Home Town Hero 2026 Mystery Category

Backstory 0 - 10

Adventure 0 - 10

Roleplay 0 - 10

Mechanics 0 - 10

Judge’s Choice 0 - 2

Art /
Description 0 - 3

Judge’s Notes

The following classes qualify:
Sorcerer
Warlock
Wizard

The following classes qualify:
Cleric
Druid
Paladin

The following classes qualify:
Barbarian
Fighter
Monk

The following classes qualify:
Artificer
Bard
Ranger
Rogue

For previous years, art was a significant portion of the
judging criteria (roughly one-sixth of the total score).

This year, it will still contribute, just less so. 
See the judging section (below) for more information.

The following classes qualify:
Artificer
Barbarian
Bard
Cleric

Druid
Fighter
Monk
Paladin

Ranger
Rogue
Sorcerer

Wizard
Warlock

Last year’s mystery category, any character who is well
known in their home town or home region for being heroic
can be a contender for this category.

Every year we pick a new mystery category and usually
we get at least a handful of character entries that
qualify. Maybe yours can be the winner?
(It almost always concerns your character’s backstory!)

Total Score

Judging is never perfect, so we reserve the right to use the Rule of Cool.

Characters must be turned in by 5pm on Saturday (July 11, 2026).
The Awards Ceremony will be 11am Sunday (July 12, 2026).



Contest Criteria

Backstory:
what did your character do before they started adventuring?
Why are they adventuring?
Are they brave and heroic? A bit of a coward? Somewhere in between?

What made them this way?
What experiences have shaped their view of the world?

Adventure:
How did they get to level 5?
What loot did they get?
Did they learn anything?
Did it change their attitude or the way they see things?

Roleplay:
How do they roleplay?
What are their strengths and flaws?
Do their skills, spells, and equipment make sense with their backstory?

(Avoid describing them as clumsy if they have a high Dexterity score, for example.)

Mechanics:
Are they built correctly?

Please use either D&D 5e or D&D 5.5e (2024 edition), not both.
How do they play?
Are they fun to play?
Maybe describe your characters approach to combat and/or problem solving?

Art/Physical description:
A little art goes a long way!
what does your character look like?
What do they carry on their person at all times?
Whether or not you’re a great artist, describe them for us anyway, please!
And remember you can add art anywhere on the sheet (except the judge sheet)

Judge’s Choice:
Judges love unique characters!



Character Name                                                         

Species                            Class & Level                       

Badge Name                                              

Badge Number                                          

Character Creator Contest 2026



Personality



Backstory How does your character introduce themselves?

Describe and/or draw something important to them here.

Who have they met since their adventuring began? Friends? enemies?

what challenges & dangers did they face? which Successes & failures have they experienced? and what sort of treasures have they acquired?



Use this page for Hand-drawn Art and/or a Detailed written Description of your character:
(Even if you don’t think you’re a good artist, some art is better than no art!)
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